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D o w n i n g  C o l l e g e  

C a t a l y s i s  C a m p a i g n  

2 0 0 9 – 2 0 1 6

b e s t  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  m y  l i f e .  C r i t i C a l  f o r  m y  s u b s e q u e n t  C a r e e r .  t h a n k  y o u .  i f  i  C o u l D  t u r n  b a C k  t i m e  t h e n  i t ’ s  l i k e 

i n v e s t i n g  i n  m y  o w n  f u t u r e !  i  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  b e n e f i C i a r i e s  o f  t h e  g l y n n  J o n e s  s C h o l a r s h i p .  t o  e n a b l e  m o r e 

p e o p l e  t o  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n C e  i  h a D .  n o t h i n g  C a n  e v e r  f u l l y  r e p a y .  m i l e s t o n e  e v e n t .  i  w o u l D  l i k e  o t h e r s  

t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  e x p e r i e n C e .  w a y  o f  s h o w i n g  m y  g r a t i t u D e .  l e t ’ s  J u s t  C a l l  i t  a  b e l a t e D  t h a n k  y o u .  w h o l e  r a n g e  

o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  D o w n i n g  D e s e r v e s  D o n a t i o n s  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s !  i  f e e l  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t o  D o w n i n g .



t h e  C a t a l y s i s  C a m p a i g n 

h a s  D r a w n  o n  t h e 

g e n e r o s i t y  o f  D o w n i n g 

m e m b e r s  a n D  f r i e n D s 

f r o m  a C r o s s  t h e 

w o r l D .  t h i s  b o o k l e t  i s 

a  t r i b u t e  t o  a l l  t h o s e 

w h o  s u p p o r t e D  t h e 

C a m p a i g n .  i t  e x p l a i n s 

h o w  C a t a l y s i s  C a m e 

t o  f u l f i l  i t s  t a r g e t 

a n D  w h a t  t h e  C o l l e g e 

h a s  a C h i e v e D  w i t h  t h e 

f u n D s  r a i s e D .

£16,290,102

£711,247
£1,739,610

£783,131

£1,095,472

  UK: 2121 donors

  Rest of Europe: 95 donors

  North America: 158 donors

g e o g r a p h i C a l  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  D o n o r s

  Asia: 77 donors

   Australia, New Zealand and the 

rest of the world: 31 donors



i n  2 0 0 9  w e  s e t  o u t  t o  r a i s e  £ 2 0  M I L L I O N .  

i n  2 0 1 6  y O u  t o o k  u s  O v e r  o u r  t a r g e t.

2 4 8 2  o f  y o u  h e l p e D  u s  t o  r e a C h  t h i s  s u m
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a g e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  m a t r i C u l a t i o n  y e a r s )

Trusts, foundations and companies: 27 donorsFellows, friends and staff: 106 donors

1980s: 383 donors

1990s: 318 donors

2000s: 415 donors

Post-2009: 46 donors Pre-1950: 127 donors

1950s: 352 donors

1960s: 351 donors

1970s: 357 donors

2010
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2012

£20,000,000

£20,619,562 

£18,250,077 

£16,620,868 

£11,207,208 

£7,531,071 

£5,263,418 

£1,043,849 

£455,229 



t h e  l o y a l t y  a n D 

C o m m i t m e n t  o f 

n e w ,  r e g u l a r 

a n D  l i f e - l o n g 

D o n o r s  h a s  b e e n 

o v e r w h e l m i n g .

“ It would be good if our lasting contribution 

to the history of College could be something 

more than affectionate, light-hearted, 

camaraderie. So, let’s see what we can do…” 

s t e v e  s m i t h  1 9 8 1 ,  p i C t u r e D  w i t h 

a D r i a n  s m i t h  1 9 5 5



a l u m n i  m a D e  a  D i r e C t  i m p a C t 

o n  t h e  C a t a l y s i s  C a m p a i g n  i n  a 

v a r i e t y  o f  w a y s .  m a n y  o f  y o u 

g a v e  D u r i n g  o u r  t e l e p h o n e 

C a m p a i g n s  a n D  o t h e r s  r e s p o n D e D 

t o  m a i l i n g s .  s o m e  h a D  t h e i r 

C o m p a n i e s  m a t C h  t h e i r  D o n a t i o n s .

m e a n w h i l e  ‘ m a t C h e D  g i v i n g ’ 

b y  o l D  m e m b e r s  e n a b l e D 

y o u n g  a l u m n i  t o  p a r t i C i p a t e 

i n  o u r  b u y - a - b r i C k  s C h e m e .

“ Through the generosity of alumni like David Pearson,  

who matched donations of many young alumni, I was  

able to name a brick at half the price in memory of my 

father, who passed away suddenly last year. ” 
D r  h a r r i e t  g r o o m  2 0 0 1



“ Love the plaque idea. I’ll do it 

in my dad’s honour who as a 

Palestinian refugee taught me 

that the only asset you ever 

really own is knowledge.” 

t h e  n e w l y  f o r m e D  1 8 0 0  C i r C l e , 

w h i C h  r e C o g n i s e s  D o n o r s  w h o 

g i v e  a t  l e a s t  £ 1 8 0 0  i n  o n e  y e a r , 

g r e w  y e a r  o n  y e a r  f r o m  4 6  m e m b e r s 

i n  2 0 1 1  t o  8 5  m e m b e r s  i n  2 0 1 5 .

D r  y a Z  r o m a h i  1 9 9 9



1 0 2  o f  y o u  J o i n e D  t h e  1 5 7  e x i s t i n g 

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  1 7 4 9  s o C i e t y 

b y  p l e D g i n g  l e g a C i e s  i n  y o u r 

w i l l s ,  a n  i n C r e a s e  o f  6 5 % . 

w e  a l s o  p a y  o u r  r e s p e C t s  t o  a l l 

t h o s e  w h o s e  b e q u e s t s  t o  t h e 

C o l l e g e  C a m e  t o  f r u i t i o n  o v e r 

t h e  C o u r s e  o f  t h e  C a m p a i g n .

“Writing my will when my son was 

born, it seemed only right to put some 

money aside for Downing. After College 

has invested so much in me, I’m glad 

to be giving something back.” 

D r  a m y  m i l t o n ,  f e l l o w



We asked for support to bring our students within  

the Domus: we were able, thanks to gifts of £7.3 million,  

to convert Griphon House and create First Court with 

Battcock Lodge. With £5.3 million raised for teaching 

and research, we can now support two fellows in 

neuroscience, a fellow in laser manufacturing, and a 

research fellow in biomedical sciences. The need for 

hardship grants in a world of high tuition fees and 

inadequate student loans was well understood by our 

members, many of whom benefitted from free tuition 

and generous grants. The income from an additional 

£6.7 million will support students in need and enable 

t h e  i m p a C t  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n D  f r i e n D s  o n  t h e  C o l l e g e

our graduates to take their studies further through 

studentships. Our buildings – even our car park – have 

been restored because members are generous.

But the goal is more than simply preserving our heritage: we 

aim to respond to and foster the interests of our community, 

for which we received £1.3 million. Alumni loyally support 

our Boat Club, sponsoring professional coaching. And, 

unusually for a Cambridge college, we have a state-of-the-

art theatre, a perfect organ and Britain΄s newest art gallery. 

These gifts bear witness to the impact of our members and 

friends on the College that they help to create.

D r  s u s a n  l i n t o t t ,  s e n i o r  b u r s a r

t h e  m a n y  g i f t s  t o  t h e 

C o l l e g e  s h a p e  b o t h  t h e 

e s t a t e  a n D  t h e  l i v e s  o f 

t h o s e  w i t h i n  i t . 



C a t a l y s i s  e n a b l e s  u s  t o 

e D u C a t e  g e n e r a t i o n s 

o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e , 

t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e 

l i v e s  o f  i n D i v i D u a l s 

a n D ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r 

a C t i o n s ,  i n f l u e n C i n g 

t h e  w i D e r  w o r l D .

t h a n k  y o u .



“Through events run by the College, I was able to 

see that attending Cambridge was a desirable and, 

more importantly, achievable aim for me.” 

t o m  C h u D l e y  2 0 1 2

“ It benefits society as a whole if the  

University can attract the most academically  

able young people from all backgrounds.” 

l o u i s e  a r n e l l  1 9 8 7 ,  s u p p o r t e r  o f 

D o w n i n g ’ s  a C C e s s  p r o g r a m m e

y o u r  C o m m i t m e n t  t o 

s t u D e n t  s u p p o r t  m e a n s  w e 

C a n  a w a r D  m o r e  b u r s a r i e s 

a n D  g r a n t s  t h a n  e v e r .

 i n  a D D i t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  t h e 

a C C e s s  s C h e m e ,  w e  h a v e 

o p e n e D  t h e  e y e s  o f  D o Z e n s 

o f  s i x t h  f o r m  s t u D e n t s 

t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a 

C a m b r i D g e  e D u C a t i o n .



“We now have an organ that supports the singing of the 

Choir and enriches the musical life of the College.” 

D r  k e i t h  e y e o n s  2 0 0 4 ,  C h a p l a i n

y o u r  r e s p o n s e  t o  o u r 

o r g a n  a p p e a l  e n a b l e D  u s  t o 

C o m m i s s i o n  a n D  i n s t a l l  t h e 

n e w  a n D  s u p e r i o r  k e n n e t h 

t i C k e l l  C h a p e l  o r g a n .



w i t h  y o u r  h e l p  w e  C o n t i n u e  t o 

n u r t u r e  o u r  s t a f f  a n D  C o m m u n i t y .

“Beginning with the porters at the front gate, the staff, spread across 

our buildings and grounds, are the bedrock of the College. Without 

their brilliant support, nothing else could happen in Downing.”
D r  p a u l  m i l l e t t ,  v i C e  m a s t e r



w e  h a v e  D e v e l o p e D  D o w n i n g ’ s 

C u l t u r a l  f o o t p r i n t  a n D 

w e l C o m e D  t h e  w i D e r 

C o m m u n i t y  i n t o  t h e  C o l l e g e 

b y  C r e a t i n g  f i r s t  C o u r t 

a n D  t h e  h e o n g  g a l l e r y . 

w e  h a v e  i m p r o v e D  e x i s t i n g 

s t u D e n t  r o o m s  a n D 

p r o v i D e D  n e w  g r a D u a t e 

a C C o m m o D a t i o n  i n 

b a t t C o C k  l o D g e .

“By giving more graduate 

students the opportunity to 

live on site, Battcock Lodge 

will increase participation 

in the life of the MCR.”
J o h n  m o r g a n  2 0 0 8



y o u r  D o n a t i o n s  h a v e  e n D o w e D 

n e w  f e l l o w s h i p s  t o  h e l p  s e C u r e 

o u r  a C a D e m i C  f u t u r e . “ I am delighted by the appointment of  

Dr Priyanka Joshi as the first Everitt Butterfield 

Fellow and extremely grateful to members of the 

Committee who worked tirelessly to establish 

the fund and to the many who contributed so 

generously. John Butterfield would have been 

delighted, as am I to have my name linked with 

his in support of medical sciences at Downing.” 

p r o f e s s o r  b a r r y  e v e r i t t , 

m a s t e r  2 0 0 3 – 2 0 1 3



“Studying at Downing was a great experience and 

so much more than just doing a degree.”
k a t i e  t i l l s o n  2 0 1 0 , 

C a p t a i n  o f  m i x e D  n e t b a l l  2 0 1 1 – 2 0 1 2

y o u  h a v e 

r e C o g n i s e D  t h e 

v a l u e  i n  e n s u r i n g 

o u r  s t u D e n t s 

C o n t i n u e  t o 

b e n e f i t  f r o m 

e x t r a C u r r i C u l a r 

a C t i v i t i e s .



“Downing’s extraordinary and wide-ranging 

developments in recent years have been made possible 

through the engagement of the entire Downing 

family, encompassing alumni, friends, fellows, students, 

and staff. Thank you so very much for your part in 

bringing Catalysis to a resounding conclusion.”
p r o f e s s o r  g e o f f r e y  g r i m m e t t ,  m a s t e r 



D o w n i n g  C o l l e g e  

C a t a l y s i s  C a m p a i g n  

2 0 0 9 – 2 0 1 6

w h a t ’ s  n e x t ? 

The Catalysis Campaign has substantially increased the College’s 

financial stability, which was its mission. Two centuries of 

serious under-endowment cannot be corrected in several 

years or even decades, but Catalysis has been a significant 

step towards a more secure future for Downing. 

This work will continue.

Photography by Perry Hastings, Bruce Head, Andrew Houston, Tim Rawle and Louis Sinclair

Design and print management by H2 Associates, Cambridge



We could not have achieved this amazing result without devoted 

volunteers who have given so generously of their time to support the 

campaign. Our warm thanks go to The Catalysis Campaign Board,  

The Everitt Butterfield Fundraising Committee, The Segreants’ Committee, 

The Downing Enterprise Board and The Year Representatives’ Network,  

as well as those who support the College in myriad other ways, such as  

the Executive Committee of the Downing College Alumni Association.

D O W N I N G  C O L L E G E 
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